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SPEAKER PROFILE ~~ larry  griggs  

 

 

LARRY GRIGGS serves as DISTRICT MANAGER of the 

NORTHERN Michigan ASSESSMENT AND CERTIFICATION 

Division of the Department OF TREASURY, 

 

Mr. Griggs has accumulated over 28 YEARS OF 

EXPERIENCE as an ASSESSOR,  EQUALIZATION DIRECTOR 

and the LAST 10 YEARS AS DISTRUCT MANAGER. 
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SPEAKER PROFILE ~~ Patricia halm  

 
 

 

Judge Halm was appointed to the Tax Tribunal 

in 2003. Previously, she served as an economist at 

the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 

Statistics; as a policy advisor and assistant legal 

counsel for the Michigan Senate; as an assistant 

city attorney and as the city attorney for the 

City of Midland; and as a tax counsel for the 

Michigan Department of Treasury, Bureau of Tax 

Policy.  

 

Judge Halm received her bachelor's degree from 

Michigan State University and her law degree 

from Thomas M. Cooley Law School.  
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SPEAKER PROFILE ~~ eric lupher  

 

Eric Lupher, Director of local affairs citizens research 

council of Michigan.   

 

The Citizens Research Council of Michigan is an 

organization of Michigan citizens founded in 1916 to devote 

continuing attention to state and local government 

affairs.  For 90 years, the goal of the Citizens Research 

Council has been to provide tools to the citizens of 

Michigan to secure good state and local government – 

governments that are responsible and accountable to the 

public, adopt sound public policies, and make effective and 

efficient use of resources in carrying out their 

responsibilities.  Through its research and publications, the 

Citizens Research Council provides an independent, 

nonpartisan and objective source of factual information 

on state and local policy issues. 

 

Eric Lupher has been with the Citizens Research Council of 

Michigan since 1987, the first two years as an intern in the 

Lent Upson-Loren Miller Fellowship Program, and since then 

as a research associate and Director of Local Affairs.  

During this span, he has done studies on a number of 

different state and local government policy issues.  In 

addition to his research responsibilities, Eric manages the 

CRC website. After serving as treasurer of the Governmental 

Research Association for 15 years, he currently serves as the 

association’s vice president.  He currently serves as vice-

chairman of the Governmental Accounting Standards 

Advisory Council (GASAC), an advisory body for the 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), 

representing the user community on behalf of the 

Governmental Research Association.  He also is an ex-officio 

board member for the Michigan Local Government 

Benchmarking Consortium.   

 

Eric Lupher received a Bachelor of Arts from James Madison 

College in Michigan State University and a Masters of Public 

Administration from Wayne State University.   
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SPEAKER PROFILE ~~ GREG PROST  

 

 

Greg Prost is the Chief Investment Officer of 

Ambassador Capital Management, a money 

management firm specializing in fixed income and 

located in Detroit, Michigan.  

  

He has over 20 years experience investing in the 

bond market and prior to joining Ambassador 

Capital Management, Greg was a Partner with 

Munder Capital Management, where he served as a 

Senior Portfolio Manager.   

 

Greg holds a BA degree from Kalamazoo College 

and an MBA from Western Michigan University.  He 

has also earned the right to use the CFA 

designation and is a member of the Investment 

Analysts Society of Detroit. 
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SPEAKER PROFILE ~~ Paul Wyzgoski  

 
 

Paul Wyzgoski is a member of Dickinson Wright 

PLLC specializing in the areas of public finance 

and municipal law.  He has served as bond counsel 

on numerous county delinquent tax note issues 

for more than 20 years.  He also regularly serves 

as bond counsel on other county borrowings 

for a variety of capital improvements and cash 

flow purposes.  He has assisted numerous 

townships, cities, school districts, and other 

governmental and educational entities and 

authorities in financing public projects and cash 

flow borrowings since 1982 when he joined the 

firm.    

 

Mr. Wyzgoski is a member of the National 

Association of Bond Lawyers as well as several 

state and local municipal associations.  

 

Mr. Wyzgoski is a 1979 summa cum laude graduate 
of Arizona State University with a degree in 

business administration, and he received a Juris 

Doctor degree in 1982 from the University Of 

Michigan Law School.   

 

Notable among his honors is the honor of 

organizing the annual MACT golf outing. 
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